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rid the earth of the Nejdean tyrant. With this document
carefully rolled up and secured in an amulet round his arm, he
took his way under mercantile disguise to Derey'eeyah, and
there awaited an occasion for meriting the reward promised to
the deed of treachery.

'Abd-el-'Azeez, a sincere "Wahhabee, never failed to be
present in person at the public pi avers held in the great
mosque of the town. Then it was that, without arms, and
wholly taken up by the scrupulous exactness of devotions which
permit no backward or sideward glance, he might prove an
easy victim to the meditated crime. This the Persian knew;
and when weeks of intercourse and strict outward orthodoxy
had acquired him the full confidence of the townsmen, he
one day took his stand in the ranks of evening prayer im-
mediately behind 'Abd-el-'Azeez, went through the first two
Eeka'as of Islamitic devotion, and at the third, while the sultau
of Nejed was bowed in prostrate adoration, plunged his sharp
Khorassan dagger in his body. The blade penetrated between
the shoulders, and came out at the breast; and 'Abd-el-'Azeez
lay dead without a groan or struggle.

His attendants caught up their swords where they lay ungirded
for prayer, and unsheathed them on the assassin. The Persian,
courageous from despair, defended himself awhile with the
weapon yet dripping royal blood ; at last he fell, and was liter-
ally hewn to pieces on the ground of the mosque, but not till
he had sent three of his assailants to follow their king in death.
The written engagement, countersigned by the governor of
Meshid Hose)Tn, was found on the corpse ; and 'Abd-Allah, who
was now Sultan of Nejed, swore that his first vengeance for his
brother's death should be on the city that had harboured his
assassin.

These events took place, so far as my informants could supply
a date, about 1805 or 1806. 'Abd-Allah henceforth reigned
alone; his younger brother Khiilid, and Theney'yfm, the son of
'Abd-el-'Azeez, with the other members of the family, had no
share in the royal power. Khalid left a son, by name M<5sharec,
the future assassin of Turkee, and already mentioned in this
narrative, in which Ebn-Theney'yan and another Khalid, also
nephew of 'Abd-Allah, will find subsequent mention.